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from west to east. On, the west It is buttressed by the lofty wall
of tlie Western Ghats, between which and the sea lies a narrow
coastal plain. The so-called Eastern Ghats consist mainly of the low
escarpment of the plateau, which stands back some distance from
the Bay oi Bengal, so that the coastal plain is much wider than on the
west. The surface of the plateau is generally an area of open valleys
and wide plains, broken up by a number of ranges running eastwards
from the Western Ghats. Over the greater part of this region
the rocks are of Archaean age; but the great volcanic outbursts,
which took place at the end of Cretaceous and in early Tertiary
times; have covered in the north-west an area over 200,000 square
miles in extent with basaltic lava, formerly known as Deccan
trap. In various parts of the peninsula, but especially in the basins
of the Son, the Godavari, and the Damodar, there are patches of the
Gondwana series formed during Carboniferous and later times, which
are of especial importance as they contain the bulk of the coal t
supplies of India. Much of the east and part of the west coastal
plain consist of post-Tertiary deposits.
The soils of these different regions vary greatly in different
parts of the country. The alluvium of the Indo-Gangetic valley
and of the coastal plains is, as a general rule, the most productive,
but it varies in character from drift sands, on which nothing will
grow, to clays so stiff that they cannot be drained. In the region
covered by the basaltic lava the soil is generally poor and infertile
in the upland areas, but on the plains and along the river valleys it
is deep and of a peculiar consistency, which makes it very retentive
of moisture and thus renders it especially valuable in these districts
where the rainfall is not great. Concerning the origin of this black
cotton soil, as it is called, there has been much dispute, but while
some consider that it has been derived directly from the underlying
rocks* and others think that it has been transported into the region
by some mechanical agency, it is probable that it owes its peculiar
characteristics to chemical changes induced by the climatic regime.
The soils weathered from the Archaean rocks also vary greatly in
character and fertility, but, except in the valley regions, they may
as a.geneml rule, be classed as poor. On the uplands, more especially
in Madras* there are considerable stretches of laterite.
QLXMAXE. India Mis within the monsoon region of Asia, and
its climate is mainly controlled by that fact. Two seasons may be